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IMPLICATIONS OF THE CHARKHA
In his after-prayer speech Gandhiji talked about the
Charkha Sangh. He had gone to the Harijan Nivas to
attend the meeting of the Charkha Sangh the day before
and the Talirni Sangh that day. The Charkha Sangh
stood for the propagation of the charkha and what it
stood for, i.e. ahimsa. It taught and encouraged people
to produce their own cloth. It taught all the processes
beginning from the ginning., slivering and spinning of
cotton to the preparation of cloth. If the people did
that, they would be benefited in two ways. They would
save the money spent in buying cloth and they would
utilize their time in an artistic handicraft. He had said
already that to suffer from shortage of cloth in India
was sheer madness. The Charkha Sangh had succeeded
in distributing a few crores of rupees among the poor
villagers against useful work, but it had not succeeded
in making the message of the charkha popular among the
seven lakhs of villages of India. If all these villages had
hummed with the charkha^ the world and they would
never have witnessed the tragic scenes that were happen-
ing. The villages would have been happy busy hives.
But today people thought only in terms of the mills in
which only a few could work. The interest of moneyed
men came before those of the masses. He had no quarrel
with the former. He was staying with one. But their
ways and his ways were different. Everyone talked of
serving the poor. The socialists talked of the rule of the
masses. The socialist revolution and socialization of big
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